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LAWN (RE)DISTURBANCE LABORATORY (LAWN LAB)...

is a public experiment in collaboration with seeds, time and weeds.

“Pioneer species” are those plants that respond

to disaster and disturbance, sprouting rapidly in
@.@ bare, exposed or otherwise de-vegetated earth
to jump start the process of ecosystem recovery.

Large-scale events like earthquakes, floods, and
landslides can churn up soil, exposing it to light,
warmth, air and moisture. These ingredients
unlock latent energy in the living subterranean
soil seed bank--seeds that may have been dor-
mant for years or even decades spring into action,
providing the basis for ecosystem recovery and
restoration.

LAWN (RE) p;sTURBANCE = SOIL gppp onNK AWAKEN ING!!

What seeds are hiding, dormant in the soil, beneath
myriad institutional and residential lawns?

For Lawn Lab, we experiment with rewilding small sec-
tions of lawns from the seeds sleeping in the soil seed
bank. We do that by removing lawn from a 1 x 1 meter
square, leaving a patch of bare soil. That bare soil is
marked off with a sculptural structure, and left alone
for the season so that seeds lying dormant in the soil
can sprout and grow. We also take a sample of the soil
to sprout indoors, in a controlled environment, so we 02
can compare what grows inside and outside. This helps

us tell what plants actually came from the soil seed

bank, and which might have drifted in on the wind.

"

WHY REWILD A LAWN?

Well, it turns out, lawns are an ecological disaster! For water, for soil,
for biodiversity, and for human and multispecies health. A few facts:

+ 30-60 percent of urban fresh water is used for watering lawns

+ Lawn irrigation sharply increases summer water use, especially in dry re-
gions, where it can make up 75% of total household water consumption

« Many lawns are treated with chemicals and over-fertilized, which poses
environmental hazards, and can affect surface and groundwater quality

+ Abiodiverse meadow can support a more robust multispecies communi-
ty. This is essential in the midst of an extinction crisis!

+ Most of us use fossil fuel-powered machines to mow our lawns.

« And much more. See nextepochseedlibrary.com/lawn more information.
Sources for the data above are on the back of this pamphlet.

LAWN LAB at Seton Hall University

Visit the plots!

Two Lawn Lab plots
were established in
August, in two different
lawns on the Seton Hall
campus. The two lawns
have different character-
istics: Plot 1isin a more
rigorously maintained,
turf grass monoculture,
and Plot 2isin a less
maintained, more di-
verse lawn. You can visit
these plots on campus,
and see what plants
have been observed
there over the last two
months by visiting our
Lawn Lab project on
iNaturalist:
www.inaturalist.org/projects/lawn-lab-soil-seed-bank-study




